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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide an image output system and 
an image forming device capable of arbitrating a job among a 
plurality of image forming devices without increasing the load of a 
network in a system where the plurality of image forming devices 
are connected on the network. 

SOLUTION: This image output system is constituted of a plurality of 
pieces of electronic equipment including a plurality of image forming 
devices 1 and a first communicating means 71 connecting the 
pieces of electronic equipment to configure a network. This image 
output system is also provided with a second communicating means 
72 for connecting the image forming devices, and when any output 
processing through the first communicating means 71 in an image 
forming device 1a to which a print job is applied cannot be 
performed, the print job is transferred from the image forming 
device 1a to which the print job is applied through the second 
communicating means 72 to another image forming device 1b. 
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A. Relevance of the Above-identified Document 

The following is a partial English translation of 
exemplary portions of non-English language information 
that may be relevant to the issue of patentability of the 
claims of the present application. 

B. Translation of the Relevant Passages of the Document 

[Claims] 
[CLAIM 5] 

An image output system, including a network 
constituted of (i) a plurality of electronic devices including 
a plurality of image forming devices and (ii) first 
communication means for connecting the electronic 
devices, wherein: 

the plurality of image forming devices are classified 
into one or more groups; 

each image forming device in the one or more groups 
has a function for constantly checking an operating 
condition of image forming devices in the one or more 
groups and a function for selecting, out of the image 
forming devices, an image forming device capable of 
output; 

a job which is requested to be printed is forwarded to 
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all image forming devices constituting a particular group; 
and 

the image forming device selected has a function for 
processing the job. 

[Embodiments] 
[0076] 

On the other hand, the system according to the 
embodiment 2 is arranged so that: a job is not forwarded 
to a single image forming device but to a plurality of 
image forming devices included in the same LAN and 
output processing is performed in an image forming device 
that can output the job most quickly. As a result, even 
when it is necessary to carry out mediation among the 
devices, it is unnecessary to forward data concerning the 
mediation, thereby avoiding a burden of the network. 
[0077] 

For example, printing set-up from the PCd is set so 
that printing data is forwarded to both the MFPa and the 
MFPb. On such set-up, printing data from the PCd is 
forwarded to both the MFPa and the MFPb. As a result, 
even if the MFPa is currently used as a copying machine, 
when the MFPb is available, the user uses the MFPb so as 
to output data, thereby obtaining a printed material. 
However, when the printed material is obtained by using 
the MFPb, the MFPb has already stored data indicative of 
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the job. Therefore, data is not forwarded from the MFPa. to 
the MFPb. Further, when the job is completed in the MFPb, 
the result is notified to the MFPa and print job data 
identical with that in the MFPb is deleted. 
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